We read with interest the article by Hahalis et al entitled "Prevention of Radial Artery Occlusions Following Coronary Procedures: Forward and Backward Steps in Improving Radial Artery Patency Rates." 1 The authors concluded that gentle handling of the radial artery (RA) during transradial coronary procedures will keep RA occlusion rates at an acceptably low level. 1 Balbay et al showed that manual heating of the radial access site (Balbay maneuver) results in vasodilation and a stronger radial pulse. This maneuver after lidocaine injection facilitates radial puncture and sheath insertion. 2 In turn, facilitation and shortening the duration of radial puncture also decreased patient anxiety and RA spasm. 2 We need to establish if the Balbay maneuver can improve RA patency after the procedure.
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